Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

NEW    HAVEN,    MAY    12,    1881. 

BULLETIN     No.     60. 


The  text  of  the  new  law  recently  passed  by  the  Legislature,  obtained  from  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  is  as  follows : 

[Substitute  for  House  Bill  No.  291.] 

CHAPTER  CXX. 

An  Act  concerning  Commercial  Fertilizers. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Assembly  Convened: 

Section  1.  Every  lot  or  package  of  commercial  manure  or  fertilizer  sold,  offered,  or  exposed  for  sale,  in 
this  State,  at  a  price  of  one-half  cent  or  more  a  pound,  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  plainly  printed  label  or  stencil 
mark  on  each  package,  which  shall  clearly  and  truly  state  its  name  or  brand,  its  weight,  the  name  and  address 
of  the  manufacturer  or  seller,  and  its  chemical  composition,  expressed  in  the  terms  and  manner  approved,  and 
currently  employed,  by  the  Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station.  Every  lot  or  package  of  commercial 
fertilizer  or  manure  sold  at  a  price  less  than  one-half  cent  a  pound  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  printed  label, 
which  shall  give  a  correct  general  statement  of  its  composition  and  ingredients. 

Sec.  2.  Every  manufacturer  or  importer  of  commercial  fertilizers  or  manures,  excepting  rock  plaster  or 
sulphate  of  lime,  shall,  before  offering  the  same  for  sale  in  this  State,  procure  a  license  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  as  manufacturer  or  importer  of  the  same,  and  shall  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  State  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars  annually  for  one  kind  or  brand  of  fertilizer  or  manure,  and  fifteen  dollars  for  each  other  distinct  kind  or 
brand  of  fertilizer,  and  shall  at  the  same  time  file  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  also  with  the  director  of  the 
Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  a  statement  of  the  names  of  his  agents,  and  also  the  name  or 
brand,  and  the  composition  of  each  fertilizer  or  manure,  manufactured  or  imported  by  him  for  sale.  Every 
manufacturer  of  Fish  Guano,  or  fertilizers  ot  which  the  principal  ingredient  is  fish  or  fish-mass  from  which  the 
oil  has  been  extracted,  shall,  before  manufacturing  or  heating  the  same,   and  within  thirty-six  hours  from  the 
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small,  cheaper  for  cash  than  on  time.      These   values  are  high   enough   to   do  no  injustice  to  the   dealer*,  and 
accurate  enough  to  serve  the  object  of  the  consumer." 

"The  uses  of  the  'Valuation'  are,  1st,  to  show  whether  a  given  lot  or  brand  of  fertilizer  is  worth  as  a 
commodity  of  trade  what  it  costs.  If  the  selling  price  is  no  higher  than  the  estimated  value,  the  purchaser 
may  be  quite  sure  that  the  price  is  reasonable.  If  the  selling  price  is  but  $2  or  $3  per  ton  more  than  the  estimated 
value  it  may  still  be  a  fair  price,  but  if  the  cost  per  ton  is  $5  or  more  over  the  estimated  value,  it  would  be  well 
to  look  further.  2d,  Comparisons  of  the  estimated  values,  and  selling  prices  of  a  number  of  fertilizers  will 
generally  indicate  fairly  which  is  the  best  for  the  money.  But  the  '  estimated  value'  is  not  to  be  too  literally 
construed,  for  analysis  cannot  always  decide  accurately  what  is  the  form  of  nitrogen,  &c,  while  the  mechanical 
condition  of  a  fertilizer  is  an  item  whose  influence  cannot  always  be  rightly  expressed  or  appreciated." 

"  For  the  above  first-named  purpose  of  valuation  the  trade-values  of  the  fertilizing  elements  which  are 
employed  in  the  computations,  should  be  as  exact  as  possible  and  should  be  frequently  corrected  to  follow  the 
changes  of  the  market.  For  the  second-named  use  of  valuation  frequent  changes  of  the  trade-values  are  disad- 
vantageous, because  two  fertilizers  cannot  be  compared  as  to  their  relative  money-worth,  when  their  valuations 
are  estimated  from  different  data.  The  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number  is  best  served,  in  an  Annual 
Report,f  by  a  middle  course,  especially  since,  in  such  a  document,  the  fluctuations  in  trade-value  that  may 
occur  within  the  year,  cannot  be  accurately  followed,  and  the  comparisons  of  estimated  values  are  mostly  in 
retrospect." 

*  Hitherto  the  trade- values  adopted  by  the  Statiou  have  been,  on  the  whole,  much  more  favorable  to  the  producer  than  to  the  con- 
sumer. At  present,  these  values,  as  given  in  Bulletin  58,  ueed  do  no  injustice  to  the  denier  or  manufacturer,  and  will  not  if  the  consumer 
is  informed  that  prices  have  advanced,  and  especially  if  he  is  made  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  advance. 

Now,  the  fact  of  an  advance,  and  the  amount  of  it,  are  at  once  learned  by  the  cousumer  when  he  begins  to  negotiate  for  supplies, 
and  it  has  therefore  seemed  unnecessary  for  the  Station  to  do  more  than  allude  to  the  fact.  It  ishardly  the  office  of  the  Station  to  go  into 
the  General  Information  Business.  Its  duty  is  discharged  when  it  puts  before  the  public  the  special  knowledge  which  there  is  no  other 
agency  for  supplying,  and  which  it  was  created  to  furnish. 

Recent  quotations  show,  as  nearly  as  can  be  reckoned,  the  following  wholesale  rates  in  New  York,  with,  in  most  cases,  rising  market. 

Potash  per  100  lbs.,  in  Muriate,  scarce, $3.60-$  4.00 

"          "  "      "       "    Kainite,  no  demand, 3.00 

Phos.  Acid,  "      "       "    Fine-ground  South  Carolina  Rock,             3.40 

Nitrogen,  "  "       "    Sulphate  Ammonia,  scarce,  - 25.00 

"  "  "       "   Nitrate  Soda, 21.00 

"  "  "       "    Blood  and  Tankage,  dry  and  tine,  scarce,    ---.--  IS. 00 

f  Since  the  above  was  first  printed,  experience  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  for  the  sake  of  comparison,  the  trade-values  adopted  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  should  be  adhered  to  as  nearly  as  possible,  while  notice  should  be  taken  of  considerable  changes  in  the  market, 
in  order  that  due  allowance  may  be  made  therefor. 
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